Chiari malformations, syringomyelia, and intramedullary spinal cord tumors.
Optimal management of congenital and acquired spinal cord lesions, such as Chiari malformations, syringomyelia, and intramedullary spinal cord tumors, depends on an understanding of the pathogenesis and natural history of these lesions. Magnetic resonance imaging and detailed physiologic investigations are shedding new light on these difficult-to-diagnose entities, and new surgical techniques are aiding in their management.